
2 Politics and Society   Key Concepts

who loses out? 

who benefits? 

decision-making structures and processes 

types of rules/laws 

enforcement 

freedom versus safety 

norms and values 

representation 

power of the ‘powerless’ 

need for rules/laws 

exercise of power and influence 

who has a voice?

STRAND ONE

Topic 1 Power and decision-making 
in the school

qualatative and 
quantitative 
research data

links to 
learning 

outcomes in 
other Topics

active 
citizenship

key skills

comparative 
study - local, 

national, European 
& wider world

Some 
related thinkers:  

Thomas Hobbes, John 
Locke, Karl Marx, Emile 
Durkheim, Jean Jacque 

Rousseau and Paulo 
Freire & others




